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ARTICLE XIII. 



THE GREEK STAMPS 

ON THE 

HANDLES OF RHODIAN AMPHORA, 

FOUND IN CYPRUS, AND NOW IN THE METROPOLITAN 
MUSEUM OF NEW YORK. 

Bt Prop. ISAAC H. HALL, 

OP NEW YORK CITY. 



Presented to the Society May 6th, 1885. 



Near an ancient artificial hill called Bamboula,* just outside 
of Larnaka, in Cyprus, close to the ancient eastern port of 
Citium, used to be found a number of handles of Rhodian 
amphorae, with Greek stamps. Gen. di Cesnola found elsewhere 
in Cyprus some thirty complete amphora? of the sort, all with 
stamps on the handles ; besides a number of handles that were 
broken off. It is well known that such amphorae, from Rhodes, 
Cnidus, and a few other places, were chiefly used as packing 
cases; and they are often called "Rhodian casks," as those 
from Cnidus are called " Cnidian casks." The height of these 
Rhodian amphorae is about 2 feet 6 to 8 inches, and the largest 
diameter from a foot to fifteen inches. They come nearly to a 
point at the base; but instead of a point they end in a stout 
cylinder, an inch or an inch and a half in diameter. The 
handles are about ten inches high, and extend the whole length 
of the neck. The mouth is about five inches in diameter. 

In their present state, these amphorae could not hold water ; 
as it trickles through, after the manner of the unglazed coolers 
of hot climates. They might hold oil, or wine, if coated on the 
inside with pitch. But remains of figs and other fruit have 
been found in them, and sometimes salt. 



* The hill has recently been leveled to fill up a marsh, for sanitary purposes. 
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The stamps on the handles vary somewhat in their purport. 
Sometimes they have the name of the eponym, the name of the 
(Doric) month, the name of the manufacturer or owner, and an 
emblem ; but they vary so much in the character of their legends 
that each amphora or handle must be taken by itself. The 
stamps on the New York objects are either circular or rectan- 

fular, but others occur of oval shape. As the general subject 
as been treated of in various works, I forbear lengthy com- 
ment, and give merely the inscriptions, with other special par- 
ticulars. Where the stamps are impressed so that both can be 
read as right side up in one position, it is possible to speak of 
one handle as " right " and the other as " left ;" but more fre- 
quently, when one is right side up to the spectator, the other is 
wrong side up. The handles bend above, at an angle either 
right or slightly acute ; and on the top, at each side of the neck, 
are the stamps. 

These stamps are sometimes quite easy to read, but generally 
somewhat difficult. The salmon-colored pottery of which they 
are made breaks with a conchoidal or flint-like fracture ; so 
that where a line or letter has been broken off (they a're always 
in relief), its trace is generally left in the surface. The follow- 
ing are the stamps ; designating the amphora? by their present 
numbers in the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

No. 5055. Rectangular stamps. Raised straight lines between 
the lines of characters. Right hand stamp, lix£ inch. Letters, 
£ inch high ; in 3 lines. 

ANAPOBOT | AOT- EIII 0E | P2ANAPOT 

Name of maker or owner, and eponym. 

Left hand : stamp of same dimensions. Letters, \ inch high ; 
in 2 lines. At end of second line is a little square with diagonals. 

TAKIN | ©IOT Name of Doric month. 

All the nouns are in the genitive ; that of the eponym, after inl. 

No. 5047. Rectangular stamps ; no proper right or left. 

a. Stamp lixf inch. Letters, \ to f inch high ; in 3 lines. 
Eni XPT | 2AON02 TAK | INOIOr Eponym, and name of 

Doric month. Here, as in most cases, the © has a dot for the 
cross-bar. One A has a straight cross-bar ; the other, one of V- 
form. Where not otherwise indicated, the spaces between the 
words are of my own making. Where dots are printed between 
the words, they are present on the stamp. 

b. Stamp If Xf inch. Symbol that is probably the prow of a 
ship. Letters, § to ^ inch high ; in 2 lines. 

AIA AIOTPE* | OXS Maker's or exporter's name, in genitive 
after Sia. 

No. 5050. Rectangular stamps ; no right or left. 
a. Stamp l^XyV incn - Letters, $ inch high; in 2 lines, faint 
and difficult. 
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Eni *IAAPXOT | HEAArEITNIOT 
Eponym, and name of Doric month. 

b. Stamp If X|e inch. Letters, \ inch high; in 1 line; thick 
and strong. 

AHMAP[XOT] Owner's or maker's name. 

No. 5045. Rectangular stamps. 

Right: If Xi inch. Letters, -J inch high; in 2 lines. 

MENE2GEfi2 | 2MIN0IOT Name of maker, and of Doric 
month. 

Left: If X-^V inch. One line of letters, ^ inch high. 

Eni AAMAINETOT Eponym. 

In top right-hand corner, a symbol that was probably a bull's 
head ; but it may have been a bird. 

No. 5046. Rectangular stamps. No right or left. 

a. lfxf inch. Letters, ■£$ inch high; in 1 line. Below, an 
anchor for symbol. 

APAKONTIAA Owner's or maker's name. 

b. lfxf inch. Letters, T \ to -^ inch high ; in 2 lines. 

At the top on the right, the clay was disturbed after stamping, 
obscuring part of the line. Also, the stamp was either moved or 
applied twice, making other portions difficult. In the name of 
the month the N is reversed. 

[Eni] APXEM | HPOTOX | IIANAMOT 

Eponym, and name of Doric month. 

No. 5051. Rectangular stamps. 

Right: lfxf inch. Letters, £ to £ inch high; confused and 
obscured ; in 3 lines. 

Eni EAAXE | INOT nVN | XOMA 

Eponym, with name of Doric month. In line 2 the A is upside 
down, and line 3 is turned boustrophedon. 

Left : lfxf inch. Letters, thick, \ inch high; in 1 line. 

APTIMA Owner's or maker's name. 

No. 5041. Circular stamps. No right or left. 

a. \\ inch outer diameter. Letters, £ inch high ; in circle. In 
the centre, the conventional symbolic rose. 

mnOKPATETS Owner's or maker's name. 

b. If inch outer diameter. Letters, in circle; f inch high. 
Conventional rose in the centre. 

Eni SENO*ANTOT APTAMITIOT 
Eponym, with name of Doric month. 

No. 5060. Circular stamps, each 14; inch in outer diameter. No 
right or left. Inside of each, the conventional rose. Letters, in 
circles ; ^ inch high. 

a. innOKPATETS Owner's or maker's name. 

b. Em OEAIAHTOT nANAMOT 
Eponym, with Doric month. 
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No. 5058. Rectangular stamps. No right or left. 

a. If X 1^4 inch. Emblem, a long spit or obelus, with an 
object at the point like an uncial or manuscript omega, probably 
a double hook (flesh-hook or grapple?), and a lapidary 2 at the 
handle. Below, 1 line of letters, f inch high, confused by apply- 
ing the stamp more than once. 

APAKONTIAA Owner's or maker's name. 

b. I|x finch. Three lines of letters ; letters, f to -^ inch high. 
Of last line, only the tops of the letters are impressed. 

EIII API2T I PAXOT | SMIN0IOT 

Eponym, with Doric month. In line 2, the P and A are trans- 
posed, as here copied. 

No. 5052. Rectangular stamps. No right or left. 

a. If X.l inch. Letters in two lines; f to f inch high. 
EIII AI2XINA | APTAMITIOT 

Eponym, and name of Doric month. 

b. lfxf inch. One line of letters; above, a thyrsus for the 
symbol. 

2TA2IKAET2 Owner's or maker's name. 

No. 5061. Rectangular stamps. No right or left. 

a. If X J inch. Letters in 2 lines, f to ^ inch high. At end 
of line 2, emblem, probably a pomegranate and its twig. 

riOAXAPA I TOT Owner's or maker's name. 

b. If Xf inch. Three lines; letters, f to -^ inch high. Part 
of line 1 obliterated. 

En ... . AAT | EPOTIAA2 | nANAMOT 

Eponym, probably with patronymic, and name of Doric month. 

No. 5057. Rectangular stamps. No right or left. 

a. If Xf inch. Letters in 3 lines; f inch high; a little con- 
fused by stamping more than once. 

EIII API2TA ( NOT | TAKIN0IOT 
Eponym, and name of Doric month. 

b. l^X finch. Letters in 1 line ; -f$ inch high. Below, emblem 
of a thyrsus. 

ETKAEITOT Owner's or maker's name. 

No. 5039. Rectangular stamps. No right or left. 

a. If Xf inch. Letters in 3 lines; f inch high. 
EIII TIMA | rOPA | AAAIOT 

Eponym, and name of Doric month. 

b. lixf inch. Letters in 2 lines; £ inch high. Below, a sym- 
bol, probably the prow of a ship. 

NOMAPX | OT Owner's or maker's name. 

No. 5063. Rectangular stamps. No right or left. 

a. lfxA incn - Letters, I line; f to T % inch high. Below, 
emblem of thyrsus; and bunch of grapes, with leaves. 

MIAA Owner's or maker's name. 

b. If xi inch. Letters, f to ^ inch high ; in 2 lines. Emblem 
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difficult to make out, but most like a thick amphora pierced by a 
feathered arrow. 

EIII APISTO | TENET Eponym. As the whole stamp is not 
impressed, it would seem that a third line contained the name of 
the month. 

No. 5043. Rectangular stamps. 

Right: If xf inch. Letters, £ to T 3 5 inch high ; in 3 lines, the 
last very poorly impressed. 

E1I1 EPMOTS | AAESIAA | ATPIANIOT 

Eponym, with patronymic, and name of Doric month. 

Left : same stamp as No. 5058, a. 

No. 5065. Rectangular stamps. 

Right : If xi inch. Letters, f to T \ inch high ; 2 lines, emblem 
of a trident. 

H*AISTI | £2N02 Owner's or maker's name. 
Left: If X flinch. Letters, £ inch high ; in 4 lines. 
Eni AN0OIIIO | NETS | AETTEPOT | nANAMOT 
Eponym, with name of Doric (intercalary) month. 

No. 5044. Rectangular stamps. 

Right: 1-Jxf inch. Letters, -J to £ inch high; in 3 lines. 
EIII AAMAI | NEMOT | ATPJANIOT 
Eponym, and name of Doric month. 

Left: l^X finch. Letters, f inch high ; one line. Above, em- 
blem of thyrsus. 

IMA Owner's or maker's name. 

No. 5053. Rectangular stamps. No right or left. 

a. Same stamp as No. 5063, a. 

b. If Xf inch. Letters, f inch high; in 3 lines. 
EIII APISTO | TENETS | nANAMOT 
Eponym, with name of Doric month. 

No. 5067. Rectangular stamps. No right or left. 

a. l£xf inch. Letters, J to T \ inch high ; in 3 lines. 
Eni SQSI | KAETS I nANAMOT 

Eponym, and name of Doric month. 

b. If Xf inch. Letters, f to ^ F inch high ; in I line. Below, a 
thyrsus for emblem. 

STASIOIKOT Owner's or maker's name. 

No. 5054. Rectangular stamps. No right or left. 

a. Same as No. 5063, a. 

b. lfxf inch. Letters, f inch high ; in 3 lines. 
Eni APIS I TOKAEOTS | APTAMITIOT 
Eponym, with name of Doric month. 

No. 5066. Rectangular stamps. 

Right: If xi inch. Letters, f inch high ; in one line, At end, 
a wreath, apparently of olive. 

AMTNTA Owner's or maker's name. 
vol. xi. 50 
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Left: If xi inch. Letters, -J to -^ inch high; in 3 lines. 
Eni SENO* | &JNTOC | TAKIN0IOT 

Eponym, and name of Doric month. The omega and sigrna in 
line 2 are of uncial form. 

No. 5050. Circular stamps, poorly impressed, and circumference 
not on the clay. Conventional rose in centre of each. Letters, \ 
inch high. 

a. Em AM<I>lAOXOT (but instead of AO it is almost as easy to 
read AP). Eponym. Part of the stamp is illegible. 

b. Only A* MAP ... is visible, and that not certain. 

No. 5062. Rectangular stamps. 

Right: lfx£ inch. Letters, f to T % inch high; in 3 lines, 
partly illegible. 

Eni A | ©I . . . AETTEPOT | IIANAMOT 

Eponym, with name of Doric (intercalary) month. 

Left : If X f inch. Letters, f to \ inch high ; in one line. Also, 
emblem, probably a ship's prow. 

KAAAION02 Owner's or maker's name. 

No. 5042. Circular stamps, each 1^ inch in diameter ; with con- 
ventional rose in the centre. Letters, f inch high. 

a. EOT TIMA2ATOPA IIANAMOT 
Eponym, with Doric month. 

b. Eni *IAOKPATET2 
Also an eponym, in form. 

Not numbered, 1. Circular stamps ; one all gone except some 
unintelligible traces. The other too faint to do more with than 
read the name in the circle (whose! diameter cannot be determined). 

€ni *IAOKPAT€T 

(Nothing but a point or boss in the centre.) 

Eponym. The epsilon has the uncial form. 

Not numbered, 2. Circular stamps, each l£ inch in diameter, 
and with conventional rose in centre. Letters, f inch high. 

a. AN0OBinniAA Owner's or maker's name. 

b. Eni AEONTIAA AAMOKA 

Eponym, with perhaps the father's name added. 

No. 5049. Rectangular stamps, each If xi inch. 
Right : Letters, f to T 3 r inch high ; in 2 lines. Upper line only 
partly impressed ; and ends of the lines obscure. 
AFPIANIOT | Eni *IAOAAM[A] 
Eponym, with name of Doric month preceding. 
Left : *IAAINIOT Owner's or maker's name. 

No. 5048. Circular stamps, almost like those of No. 5050. 

a. Rose in centre ; letters illegible. 

b. €ni AM*IAOXOT Eponym. The name of the month was 
probably there, but is now illegible, Letters of the uncial type. 
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No. 5059. Rectangular stamps. 

Left: lfXf inch. Letters, £ to T 3 T inch high; in 3 lines. 
Stamp impressed more than once, making the reading difficult. 

ATTOKPA | TErn | TAKIN0IO2 (or perhaps the last letter is 
X, but 2 is the apparent reading in the present confusion). 

Eponym, with name of Doric month ; and the latter in the 
nominative, if the apparent reading is correct. 

Right: lfxi inch. Letters, ^ inch high; in one line; with 
emblem, a bunch of grapes (or ear of grain?). 

2TAXT02 Owner's or maker's name. 

No. 5040. Rectangular stamps, each l^Xf inch. 

Right: Letters, -J inch high; in one line; beginning destroyed 
by disturbance of the clay before baking. Emblem, a dolphin 
and a pomegranate. 

[Hr]H2inn02 Owner's or maker's name, in the nominative. 

Left : Letters, ^ inch high ; in 3 lines. 

Em *IAA2A | TOPA | riANAMOT 

Eponym, with name of Doric month. 

Those that follow are upon broken-off handles. 

1. Circular, i£ inch in diameter. Rose in centre. Letters, £ 
inch high. 

Em SENO*ANTOT 2MIN0IOT 

Eponym, and Doric month. 

On the side of the handle is a small square stamp with the letter 
B, \ inch high, made with straight lines and angles, instead of 
curves. 

2. Rectangular, If xi inch. Symbol at one end, a double cor- 
nucopia, or else the double pileus of the Dioscuri. Below, a 
bipennis. Letters, ^ inch high ; in one line. 

MHNO0EMIO2 Owner's or maker's name. 

3. Rectangular, 2xi inch. Symbol like the fluke of a modern 
anchor. Letters, £ to T s 5 inch high ; in 2 lines. 

HPAKAE | roNOS Owner's or maker's name. 
The omega is of the uncial form, but upside down.. 

4. Circular, 1£ inch in diameter, with conventional rose within. 
Letters, | inch high. 

AAMOKPATET2 Owner's or maker's name. 

5. Circular, |J inch in diameter ; only a point or boss in centre. 
Uncial characters. Probably the same stamp as the first of the 
non-numbered amphoras preceding. 

€111 *IAOKPAT€X 
Eponym. 

The style of the letters on the stamps is not modern, nor 
extremely ancient. More commonly the ends of the strokes have 
cross-pieces, like our ordinary capitals. Uncial and lapidary 
forms occur together; frequently on the same stamp. One in- 
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stance above has a specimen of boustrophedon ; but that is no 
indication of antiquity when on a stamp. The letters are gener- 
ally of elegant form. In the case of the alpha, the straight and 
the V-shaped cross-bar occur in the same stamp. 

The Doric genitive in -a appears frequent; and the termination 
in -ev? appears also as a genitive. 

A majority of the twelve (or thirteen) Doric month-names 
appear on these stamps. The same maker's or owner's name, and 
the same stamp, appear in conjunction with different eponyms, on 
different amphorae. As to age, I can scarcely conjecture ; but it 
would seem that most of the amphorae were neighbors, both in age 
and in place of manufacture. 



